Incidence of inflammatory bowel disease in the French West Indies (1997-1999).
To investigate the incidence of inflammatory bowel disease in the French West Indies. From January 1st 1997 to December 31st 1999 all patients observed with clinical symptoms suggestive of inflammatory bowel disease attending gastroenterologists practicing in Guadeloupe and Martinique were included. Patients were interviewed with a standard questionnaire to record data used by an expert to establish the final diagnosis of definite, probable or possible Crohn's disease, ulcerative colitis, unclassifiable chronic colitis or acute colitis, according to the EPIMAD registry. Sixty-six cases of ulcerative colitis (47.48%) including 12 cases of ulcerative proctitis (18.18% of the ulcerative colitis cohort), 55 of Crohn's disease (39.57%), 11 of unclassifiable chronic colitis (7.91%), and 7 of acute colitis (5.04%) were recorded. The crude annual incidence (per 100,000 inhabitants) based on definite and probable cases only was 2.44 for ulcerative colitis and 1.94 for Crohn's disease. The female/male ratio and median age at time of diagnosis were 1.61 and 29 years for Crohn's disease and 1.46 and 34 years for ulcerative colitis respectively. The median time from symptom onset to diagnosis was 2 months for both diseases. The observed incidence of inflammatory bowel disease In the French West-Indies is lower than in metropolitan France. These data will serve as a basis to assess disease evolution.